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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BUSINESSES CAN LEARN HOW TO WIN

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS AT THE

2nd ANNUAL SBA FAITH BASED SMALL BUSINESS SUMMIT

Thursday, October 8, 2009

September 13, 2009 – The U.S. Small Business Administration, along with AmPac Tri State CDC and the Inland Empire Women Business Center, in partnership with the City of Ontario, are teaming up to host the Second Annual Faith Based Small Business Summit on Thursday, October 8, 2009 at the Ontario Convention Center from 7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  This year’s Summit will be hands on and practical to assist businesses and non-profits in growing their sales by winning government contracts.   Registration and sponsorships are available at www.tristatecdc.com. 

The Second Annual SBA Faith Based Small Business Summit will kick-off with a panel discussion featuring the State Department of General Services, Southern California Edison, California Department of Transportation (CalTRANS) and the Metropolitan Water District discussing contract opportunities for small businesses, with Marty Keller from the Governor's Office of Small Business Advocacy serving as the moderator.  Following the opening session, the Summit will include concurrent workshops for businesses, non-profits and faith based organizations.  The workshops will discuss effective business plans for accessing capital and grants, funding agencies and banks will present information on accessing capital using SBA and non-traditional sources, and SBA and its award recipients will discuss the government contracting certification program and detailed tips on how to register on government websites for doing business with federal, state, county and local government agencies.  
SBA’s Core of Retired Executives, better know as SCORE, will hold a workshop with faith based and non-profit organizations to discuss the free and low cost services and coaching programs they provide to support the growth and infrastructure of non-profits.  Further, Clearinghouse CDFI, an organization established to provide capital up to $3 million for organizations that serve disadvantaged, or low and moderate income communities will serve on a panel with banking professionals to discuss funding opportunities for non-profits seeking funds for fixed assets and capital improvements.

After lunch, Keynote Speaker, Robert Wolf, will share insight on “How to Connect Faith & Business” and describe his success as a developer, contractor and former Undersecretary of the Department Business, Transportation and Housing for the State of California under Governor Pete Wilson.  Mr. Wolf is a recognized expert in the field of Real Estate development, infrastructure, transportation, water, power and financing, and is a nationally known and sought after speaker on these topics. Mr. Wolf is currently a principal member of the development teams for two base load, twin cycle, 670 megawatt independent power plants proposed in California.  Mr. Wolf is also the senior advisor to Southern California Water Agencies on the Reauthorization of CalFed.  CalFed is a multi-billion dollar Federal and State partnership to deliver Northern California Water to Southern California. Robert Wolf is the author of How to Become a Developer, a step-by-step description of the development process and the people involved, written for those who wish to enter the profession.  

Businesses, non-profits and faith based organizations are encouraged to attend the SBA Faith Based Small Business Summit where we will “Connect Faith & Business.”  City National Bank has joined this effort as a Steel Sponsor, along with the County of San Bernardino, Wright TV and Inland Valley News as a media partner.  Other sponsorship opportunities are available, along with vendor space.  Early registration discounts and sponsorship opportunities are available today by visiting www.tristatecdc.com.  For more information, contact, AmPac Tri State CDC at 909-915-1706.
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